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Executive Orders EO 13238

(b) The Council may conduct inquiries, hold hearings, and establish sub-
committees, as necessary. 

(c) The Council is authorized to conduct analyses and develop reports 
or other materials. 

(d) Members of the Council may be compensated to the extent permitted 
by Federal law for their work on the Council. Members may be allowed 
travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsistence, as authorized by 
law for persons serving intermittently in Government service (5 U.S.C. 
5701–5707), to the extent funds are available. 

(e) To the extent permitted by law, and subject to the availability of ap-
propriations, the Department of Health and Human Services shall provide 
the Council with administrative support and with such funds as may be 
necessary for the performance of the Council’s functions. 

(f) The Council shall have a staff headed by an Executive Director, who 
shall be appointed by the Secretary of Health and Human Services in con-
sultation with the Chairperson. To the extent permitted by law, office 
space, analytical support, and additional staff support for the Council shall 
be provided by the Department of Health and Human Services or other ex-
ecutive branch departments and agencies as directed by the President. 
Sec. 5. General Provisions.

(a) Insofar as the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5 U.S.C. 
App.), may apply to the Council, any functions of the President under that 
Act, except that of reporting to the Congress, shall be performed by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services in accordance with the guidelines 
that have been issued by the Administrator of General Services. 

(b) The Council shall terminate 2 years from the date of this order unless 
extended by the President prior to that date. 

(c) This order is intended only to improve the internal management of 
the executive branch and it is not intended to create any right, benefit, 
trust, or responsibility, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or eq-
uity by a party against the United States, its agencies, its officers, or any 
person. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
THE WHITE HOUSE, 
November 28, 2001.

Executive Order 13238 of December 5, 2001

Closing of Federal Government Executive Departments and 
Agencies on Monday, December 24, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. All executive branch departments and agencies of the Federal 
Government shall be closed and their employees excused from duty on 
Monday, December 24, 2001, the day before Christmas Day, except as pro-
vided in section 2 below. 
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Sec. 2. The heads of executive branch departments and agencies may deter-
mine that certain offices and installations of their organizations, or parts 
thereof, must remain open and that certain employees must report for duty 
on December 24, 2001, for reasons of national security or defense or other 
public reasons. 

Sec. 3. Monday, December 24, 2001, shall be considered as falling within 
the scope of Executive Order 11582 of February 11, 1971, and of 5 U.S.C. 
5546 and 6103(b) and other similar statutes insofar as they relate to the pay 
and leave of employees of the United States. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 

December 5, 2001.

Executive Order 13239 of December 12, 2001

Designation of Afghanistan and the Airspace Above as a 
Combat Zone 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States of America, including section 112 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. 112), I designate, for purposes of that 
section, Afghanistan, including the airspace above, as an area in which 
Armed Forces of the United States are and have been engaged in combat. 

For purposes of this order, I designate September 19, 2001, as the date of 
the commencement of combatant activities in such zone. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 

December 12, 2001.

Executive Order 13240 of December 18, 2001

Council of Europe in Respect of the Group of States Against 
Corruption 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, including section 1 of the International Organizations 
Immunities Act (22 U.S.C. 288) (the ‘‘Act’’), and having found that the 
Council of Europe in Respect of the Group of States Against Corruption 
(GRECO) is a public international organization in which the United States 
participates within the meaning of the Act, I hereby designate GRECO as 
a public international organization entitled to enjoy the privileges, exemp-
tions, and immunities conferred by the Act. This designation is not in-
tended to abridge in any respect privileges, exemptions, or immunities that 
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